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News Release

For immediate release

Hebrew University study admits Israelis 

and Americans need speed cameras too
Jerusalem, 21 Feb 2006 A study by researchers at the Hebrew University, just published in the American Journal of Preventive Medicine, shows it is high time Israel and the USA joined Britain, Australia, France and Sweden in installing speed cameras and curbing widespread speeding.

Although speed cameras have received a mixed reception from the British public, they were – according to the HU study – entirely responsible for a 34% drop in road deaths during the 1990s. Sweden’s death toll dropped by 21% and Australia’s by 31% during the first ten years of installation. By contrast, USA road deaths increased by 38% between 1995 and 2003, and Israeli deaths by 15% in the same period.

Professor Elihu Richter, leading the research, studied the relative decreases and increases and found that speed cameras, not any other factor, were responsible for the drop in fatalities. Comparing the UK and USA, they ruled out a number of other likely factors, including size of car, use of seatbelts, emergency roadside assistance and road trip distances.

The study also found that speed cameras were responsible for a knock-on effect in reducing other driving offences, including drink driving. Prof Richter noted that had speed cameras been introduced to the USA at the same time as in the UK, between 6,500 and 10,000 lives could have been saved every year across the country.
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University knowledge, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical lecturers during their time in the UK. 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1477 or email jason.caplin@fhu.org.uk.
