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Statement 
7/8/2006 · From the President of the Hebrew University

While this letter is being written, Israel is in the midst of a war which is one of the most complicated wars to fight, even for a society like Israel that has faced wars, conflicts and violence since its inception. This war involves the civilian population more than any of the previous wars except possibly the War of Independence of 1948-49. This war is waged against a guerrilla organization that is really a proxy for the real powers behind it, Syria and Iran.
It is difficult to see at the present time how this situation will resolve itself but one thing is clear: Israeli society while facing difficulty, loss of life, hardship of prolonged stays in shelters, and disruption of everyday life is strong and determined to fight through this war. At the same time that Hezbollah is a proxy for Syria and Iran, Israel is a proxy for the free and democratic world.  There are very few wars that so clearly can be described as "the war of the sons of lights against the sons of darkness".

This time The Hebrew University of Jerusalem is not at the firing line, but of course as Israelis we are part of the total effort. Immediately after the north of Israel was bombed, we offered our colleagues in Haifa the opportunity to send their overseas students to Jerusalem. Along with their teachers they are now living in our dormitories and utilizing our classrooms. We also offered our students from the north the opportunity to bring their families into the dormitories as well. Many of our HU students have been called for emergency reserve service, which means that we shall have to step up their financial support because many use the summer vacation for earning money to cover their tuition and living expenses during the term. The Rothberg International School opened its summer ulpan on August 9th and so far we have had very few cancellations. We hope that this pattern will continue.
Most importantly, The Hebrew University must continue to be what we have been throughout our history. While we are part of the war effort of the Israeli society, we are at the same time building the intellectual and spiritual infrastructure for future generations. Israel cannot afford to be mediocre. The Hebrew University in its role as the flagship of academic research and higher education is entrusted with the mission of guaranteeing the excellence of Israel’s science, technology, education and scholarship in the years to come. This is not easy during times of strife and war, but it is essential for the future of Israel and the Jewish people.
The Hebrew University has always made major contributions nationally and internationally. We hope that in the next few weeks we shall see a victory for enlightenment over darkness, so we can fully concentrate on our mission of helping to create a bright future for Israel, the Jewish people and the world.
Sincerely,
Professor Menachem Magidor
President, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
(Photo available via e-mail upon request)
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, the British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students, whatever their background, are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University knowledge, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical lecturers during their time in the UK. 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org.
