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News Release

For immediate release

Oral treatment for obesity announced
Jerusalem, September 1 2006 An orally-available drug for the treatment of obesity has been brought to market by researchers at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The new pill offers simple, manageable treatment for millions of people worldwide whose weight poses dangerous health concerns. 

The drug binds to receptors in the human brain responsible for controlling appetite. It was developed at the Hebrew University by Professor Chaim Gilon of the Institute of Chemistry, and Professor Amnon Hoffman of the School of Pharmacy.

The new approach is based on a peptide called BL3020, a protein which occurs naturally in the human body. The researchers have modified BL3020 to allow it to absorb easily into the human digestive tract. This breakthrough has far fewer side effects than existing treatments as it does not disrupt the body’s natural digestive processes.

Pre-clinical studies for the drug are planned throughout 2006 and 2007, with clinical trials expected to commence in 2008. The drug is being brought to market in the USA and Israel by BioLineRx, through an agreement with The Hebrew University's Yissum Technology Transfer Company. It is expected that the new treatment will reach the UK soon. 

"We believe that BL-3020 has tremendous potential to address the growing health threat of obesity," said BiolineRx CEO Dr. Morris C. Laster. “We’re proud to be working with young researchers at Hebrew University to bring benefit to those with eating disorders worldwide.”
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK. 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org. 
