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News Release

For immediate release

fruit experiment leads to cancer breakthrough

Jerusalem, 15 September 2006 While conducting experiments aimed at improving the quality of peaches and nectarines, researchers at the University’s Faculty of Agriculture have chanced across a promising new approach for the treatment of cancer.

Professor Oded Shoseyov and his team were studying actibind, a protein well-known in food technology for its actions in stopping cell growth. Prof Shoseyov was initially interested in how actibind could improve the quality of peaches and nectarines, but then discovered an actibind-like protein, RNaseT2, which has the same growth-halting effect on human and animal cells.

This ‘human’ actibind blocks the tumours’ blood supply, and so stops malignant cells from spreading to other parts of the body. Experiments showed that actibind reduces the ability of colon cancer, breast cancer and melanoma cells to form new tumours, and stops existing tumours growing.  

Crucially, this new approach does not affect healthy cells and, like the ethosome method described on this page, is free from the severe side-effects associated with radiotherapy and chemotherapy. These findings have raised broad interest in scientific meetings and amongst potential investors.  According to Professor Shoseyov, “RNaseT2 represents the basis for a new class of drugs, which could form a new front-line therapy in the fight against cancer.”
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK. 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org.
