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News Release

For immediate release

University rectors protest sweeping ban on Palestinian students 

Jerusalem, 18 Oct 2006 Hebrew University of Jerusalem Rector Prof. Haim D. Rabinowitch has initiated a letter signed by rectors and other senior administrators of Universities in Israel, calling upon the Minister of Defence, Amir Peretz, to cancel the sweeping ban the security forces have imposed on the entry of Palestinian students from the territories into Israel. 

In the letter, they state that “the universities protest the sweeping ban and call upon the security establishment to examine all such instances on an individual basis and enable students, who are not suspected of involvement in activities that threaten the security of Israel, to enter the country for academic purposes.” 

Signing the letter in addition to Prof Rabinowitch, were the rectors of: Tel Aviv University Prof. Dany Leviatan; the University of Haifa, Prof. Yossi Ben-Artzi; and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Prof. Jimmy Weinblatt; plus the dean of the Feinberg Graduate School of the Weizmann Institute of Science, Prof. Yosef Yarden, and the senior executive vice president of the Technion, Prof. Aviv Rosen. 

The call to the minister of defence was issued following the ban that was imposed on Sawsan Salameh, a Palestinian from the village of Anata near Jerusalem. Salameh was accepted last year for doctoral studies in chemistry at the Hebrew University, but despite this she was not permitted by the security authorities – without any explanation -- to receive an entry permit to Israel. Since she was not able to physically reach the campus, the Hebrew University did not require her to pay tuition for last year.
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK. 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org.
