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News Release

For immediate release

Kazakhstan delegation visits Hebrew University 

Jerusalem, October 30 2006 A delegation from Kazakhstan met this week with officials from Yissum, the technology transfer company of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, as well as senior figures from the university itself in order to further areas of cooperation between Kazakhstan and the university.

“The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and further areas of cooperation involving teaching, research, and commercial applications through transfer of technology, said Prof. Haim D. Rabinowitch, rector of the Hebrew University.” The Kazakhstan delegation was interested in studying the operations of Yissum in particular, since it is one of the leading companies in the world in its field, said the rector. 

The delegation from Kazakhstan included the its minister of education and science, Byrganyn Altimova; the chairman of the Kazakhstan Foundation for Innovation, Nurbek Rayev; and the advisor to the chairman, of the foundation, Dr. Erlan Tulekbayev. Hebrew University participants, in addition to Prof. Rabinowitch, were the Vice President for Research and Development, Prof. Hillel Bercovier, and the CEO of Yissum, Nava Swersky Sofer.

Swersky Sofer said of the meeting, “We were happy to meet this high-level delegation and to share with them our experience of many years at Yissum in commercializing technology. Yissum is pleased with the dev eloping cooperation between the government of Kazakhstan and the Hebrew University in the area of academic research development.” 

Minister Altimova said, “Kazakhstan is interested in strengthening its international ties and in learning how to raise the level of technology commercialization.” Kazakhstan today has a research budget of $135 million, and within six years is planning to raise this to $2.77 billion. 
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK. 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org.
