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News Release

For immediate release

Cracking Parkinson’s 
 
Jerusalem, November 20, 2006 – The national British press has recently carried depressing stories about the march of Parkinson’s on tens of thousands of members of the public. However, recent breakthrough by two researchers at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem are set to transform our views of the disease, and show that a cure is well on the way.

Professor Hagai Bergman works within the Department of Physiology. His research centres on the subthalamic nucleus, part of the brain responsible for mental-physical coordination. His team has developed a unique ‘pacemaker’ that restores function in the part of the brain damaged by Parkinson’s and effectively eliminates its symptoms. So far, this surgical procedure has been carried out on ten thousand people worldwide. Most report that their symptoms have diminished, and many talk of ‘miraculous’ ongoing relief from the incapacitating symptoms of the disease. 

Prof Bergman’s team is working tirelessly on developing more refined and sensitive treatments to bring this treatment to millions more.

Dr Ronit Sharon works within the Department of Cellular Biochemistry, and is investigating how changing diet can affect ‘Lewy bodies’, one physical sign of Parkinson’s in the brain. Her investigations show interesting results: polyunsaturated fats, whilst having positive effects on the heart, could potentially have negative effects by creating ‘Lewy bodies’ in the brain. She is now beginning to trial special diets for Parkinson’s sufferers – watch this space!

 

For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org.
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About the Hebrew University

With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence. 

About the British Friends of the Hebrew University

Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research.

BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK. 

