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Hebrew U. Institute of Advanced Studies accepted into international ‘Ivy 
League’ of advanced institutes 

 
Jerusalem, 15th July 2007 – The Institute for Advanced Studies in Jerusalem (IAS) at the Hebrew 
University has been accepted to a prestigious consortium of the world's leading advanced academic 

institutes. 

Membership for the Hebrew University's IAS was voted by the consortium's existing members – 

considered the Ivy League of advanced institutes. These include the Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton; the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford; Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study at Harvard; the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study; and Wissenschaftskolleg zu 

Berlin Institute for Advanced Study at Berlin. The Hebrew University is the tenth member to join the 
consortium. 
  
The IAS in Jerusalem was accepted for its unique approach in hosting collaborative research groups and 
its academic achievements. It hopes that membership will open doors to further academic exchange and 
collaborative projects. 
  
"We are looking forward to sharing experiences with these distinguished institutes for the benefit of all,” 

said director of the IAS in Jerusalem, Prof. Eliezer Rabinovici. “Science should move forward by the 
tradition of openness and sharing and not by the ill winds of exclusion. Membership status in the 
SIAS consortium is a testament to the high caliber, innovative and collaborative research Israel engages 

in." 

The IAS is the only one of its kind in the Middle East and was the fifth in the world to be established in 
1975 – the first one being at Princeton. Twelve Nobel Laureates are associated with the Institute in the 

fields of chemistry, physics, medicine and economics.  
  
An independent institution based at the Hebrew University at Givat Ram, the IAS is committed to 

advanced research and promoting excellence in wide-ranging scientific areas and scholastic fields by 
facilitating intense intellectual exchange between scholars of diverse experience and knowledge to 

produce innovative thinking and groundbreaking research. As distinct from universities, scholars come 
for a year to work on their research with eight colleagues - four from Israel and four from abroad.  The 
Institute also sponsors workshops and conferences, as well as an advanced school for educating the 

next generation of students. 
 
 
For more information, or for press contact with students, faculty or spokespersons from HU, please speak in the first instance to Jason Caplin, 
Communications Manager, on +44 (0)20 7691 1471 or email jason.caplin@bfhu.org. 

  

About the Hebrew University 
With 24,000 full-time students, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem is Israel’s pre-eminent institute of higher education. Its faculty members 
pursue projects that are both essential to Israel’s future and the benefit of humanity. It is a centre of international repute, with formal and 
informal ties extending to and from the worldwide scientific and academic community. Students come from all over Israel and across the Middle 
East to study in an atmosphere of academic and research excellence.  
 



About the British Friends of the Hebrew University 
Established in 1926, The British Friends of the Hebrew University is the oldest established Jewish charity in support of higher education. The 
charity works to promote and enhance the reputation of the Hebrew University, ensure that underprivileged students are given the opportunity to 
complete their studies, and help HU to maintain its standard of excellence and worldwide reputation for research. 
BFHU acts as the UK’s gateway to Hebrew University research, expertise and faculty, and provides financial and pastoral support for 
prospective and current students at HU, as well as supporting visiting and sabbatical Hebrew University lecturers during their time in the UK.  


