Could cannabis stop cancer?

PhD student Natalya Kogan, a winner of the 2005 Kaye Innovation Awards, has shown that derivatives of the cannabis plant are effective in stopping cancerous growths. 


Kogan’s newly developed compounds – “quinonoid cannabinoids” – not only inhibit cancer growth as effectively as existing chemotherapy but, by acting more selectively on cancerous cells, they appear to have fewer side-effects. But that’s not all – one of Kogan’s new cannabinoids was found not just to stop new growth, but to actively reduce tumour size – a new step towards successful anti-cancer drugs. 

Kogan’s research demonstrates clearly of how prizes such as the Kaye Innovation Awards are so important in fuelling continued excellence and creativity around the University. British pharmaceutical industrialist Isaac Kaye established the Awards in 1994, which are given annually to faculty, staff, and students around the University to develop innovations with strong commercial potential, and whose social benefit outstrips the award’s mere monetary value.

