HU And Biodefense  

A research grant in the field of biodefense has been awarded by the US National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), to HU Prof. Raymond Kaempfer, for the development of a broadly effective drug against potential agents of bioterrorism. The review panel has termed the research unique in the world.
Superantigens are deadly toxins produced by staphylococcal and streptococcal bacteria that even in very low amounts can incapacitate humans, posing a bioterror threat. These toxins are also responsible for a majority of fatal toxic and septic shock cases, yet no drug or vaccine against them is available. The toxins released by these bacteria are insensitive to antibiotics.
The new drug for biodefense will be developed will in collaboration with Atox Bio, a company established by Yissum, the Technology Transfer Company of the Hebrew University, which holds the license to the intellectual property. 

According to Uri Danon, CEO, Atox Bio, “The grant will fund development of the drug for biodefense, using a shortened pathway towards US Food and Drug Administration approval. It will require only the completion of Phase I clinical trials for licensure and will be quickly on the market.”

